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Topics: Fire Hose Time

üIntroduction (#3-4)

üPatents (#5-24)
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üCopyright (#54-72)

üFair Use (#73-89)

üPrograms & Digital Media (#90-135)
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Disclaimers

üInstructor is not a lawyer.

üThis is not legal advice.

üFor legal advice, consult an 
attorney specializing in this 
practice area.

üThis overview is NOT an in-depth discussion of the 
entire field of IP law: it is an overview to remind 
TEACHERS of key issues. We wonôt be discussing all 
the slides in detail. You are welcome to use them in 
your own courses. Donôt even bother to ask ïbut 
donôt post my originals on a Web site! I need to 
control versions.

üYou may download the PPT file from
http://www.mekabay.com/courses/industry/cisse2009_ip_law.ppt or
http://tinyurl.com/kwqh2r

http://www.mekabay.com/courses/academic/norwich/msia/ip_2009.ppt
http://www.mekabay.com/courses/academic/norwich/msia/ip_2009.ppt
http://tinyurl.com/kwqh2r
http://tinyurl.com/kwqh2r
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Why Protect Intellectual 
Property?*

üAllow creators to benefit

üPromote creativity

üEveryone encouraged to be productive, 
creative

ÇSociety progresses

ÇNation progresses

ÇHumanity progresses

*With thanks to Karthik Raman, NU 2006
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Patents

üPatents Defined

üUS Constitution and Laws

üUtility

üDesign

üPlants

üInfringement

üExemption

üRemedies

üReform

üInternational Agreements
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Patents Defined

üWord means ñopenò (14th century Latin)

üDefined:  ña property right granted by the 
Government of the United States of America 
to an inventor óto exclude others from 
making, using, offering for sale, or selling the 
invention throughout the United States or 
importing the invention into the United Statesô 
for a limited time in exchange for public 
disclosure of the invention when the patent is 
granted.ò (Source: http://www.uspto.gov)

üPatent Protection = reward for disclosing 
invention

http://www.uspto.gov/
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High -Profile Patent Disputes
ü Sony Corp. of America v. Universal City Studios, Inc. (1984)

ÇSCOTUS ruled that home copying of TV programs 
for personal use was OK

ü NTP Inc. v. Research in Motion (2000)

ÇPatent troll acquired wireless e-mail patents from 
various inventors

ÇSued many organizations including RIM over devices including 
BlackBerry

ÇWon initial judgement of $53M + $4.5M legal fees but eventually 
settled for $612.5M

ü Polaroid v. Eastman Kodak (1990)

ÇViolation of instant photography patents

ÇDemanded $12B damages

Ç$909M total judgment against Kodak

ü Pitney Bowes, Inc. v. Hewlett-Packard (2001)

ÇAlleged patent violation of printer light scanning system

ÇSettled for $400M
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Currently in the News 
(1Q 2009)
üBroadcom v. Qualcomm

ÇCell phone patents

ÇQualcomm to pay $891M in settlement

ÇEach company to share in patents of other

üOPTi v. Apple

ÇPCI bus controller internals (cache memory searching and 
management)

ÇApple pays $19M for patent infringement

ÇOPTi currently suing AMD, Broadcom, 
Silicon Storage, SMSC, VIA and others

üUniloc v. Microsoft

ÇSoftware to prevent installation of unlicensed software

ÇAccused MS of using technology 
for Windows XP & Office XP

ÇMS to pay $388M for patent infringement


