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CANADA THROUGH THE EYES OF THE WORLD 

2006 
 

Now that Vancouver has won the chance to host the 2010 Winter Olympics these 

are some questions people the world over are asking.* 

  

Q: I have never seen it warm on Canadian TV, so how do the plants grow? (UK) 

A: We import all plants fully grown and then just sit around and watch them die. 

  

Q: Will I be able to see Polar Bears in the street? (USA) 

A: Depends on how much you've been drinking. 

  

Q: I want to walk from Vancouver to Toronto-can I follow the Railroad tracks? 

(Sweden) 

A: Sure, it's only four thousand miles. Take lots of water. 

  

Q: Is it safe to run around in the bushes in Canada? (Sweden) 

A: So it's true what they say about Swedes. 

  

Q: It is imperative that I find the names and addresses of places to contact 

for a stuffed Beaver. (Italy) 

A: Let's not touch this one. 

  

Q: Are there any ATMs (cash machines) in Canada?  Can you send me a list of 

them in Toronto, Vancouver, Edmonton and Halifax? (UK) 

A: What did your last slave die of? 

  

Q: Can you give me some information about hippo racing in Canada? (USA ) 

A: A-fri-ca is the big triangle shaped continent south of Europe.  Ca-na-da is 

that big country to your North...oh forget it. Sure, the  hippo racing is every 

Tuesday night in Calgary. Come naked. 

  

Q: Which direction is North in Canada? (USA) 

A: Face south and then turn 180 degrees.  Contact us when you get here and 

we'll send the rest of the directions. 
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Q: Can I bring cutlery into Canada? (UK) 

A: Why? Just use your fingers like we do. 

  

Q: Can you send me the Vienna Boys' Choir schedule? (USA) 

A: Aus-tri-a is that quaint little country bordering Ger-man-y,  which  is...oh 

forget it. Sure, the Vienna Boys Choir plays every Tuesday night in 

Vancouver and in Calgary, straight after the hippo races. Come naked. 

  

Q: Do you have perfume in Canada? (Germany) 

A: No, WE don't stink. 

  

Q: I have developed a new product that is the fountain of youth.  Can you sell it 

in Canada? (USA) 

A: Anywhere significant numbers of Americans gather. 

  

Q: Can you tell me the regions in British Columbia where the female population 

is smaller than the male population? (Italy) 

A: Yes, gay nightclubs. 

  

Q: Do you celebrate Thanksgiving in Canada? (USA) 

A: Only at Thanksgiving. 

  

Q: Are there supermarkets in Toronto and is milk available all year round? 

(Germany) 

A: No, we are a peaceful civilization of Vegan hunter/gathers.  Milk is illegal. 

  

Q: I have a question about a famous animal in Canada, but I forget its name. 

It's a kind of big horse with horns. (USA) 

A: It's called a Moose. They are tall and very violent, eating the brains of 

anyone walking close to them. You can scare them off by spraying yourself 

with human urine before you go out walking, naked. 

  

Q: Will I be able to speak English most places I go? (USA) 

A: Yes, but you will have to learn it first. 

 
* This is a JOKE; these are not real questions and answers. 
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ONE-MINUTE WORLD NEWS

 It's good to see people
trying to translate but they should
really ask for expert help 

Dylan Iorwerth, Golwg magazine

The sign was lost in translation - and is
now missing from the roadside

The English is clear enough to lorry drivers - but the Welsh reads "I am not in the
office at the moment. Send any work to be translated."

When officials asked for the Welsh translation of a road sign,
they thought the reply was what they needed.

Unfortunately, the e-mail response to Swansea council said in Welsh:
"I am not in the office at the moment. Send any work to be
translated".

So that was what went up under the English version which barred
lorries from a road near a supermarket.

"When they're proofing signs, they should really use someone who
speaks Welsh," said journalist Dylan Iorwerth.

Swansea council got lost in
translation when it was looking to
halt heavy goods vehicles using a
road near an Asda store in the
Morriston area.

All official road signs in Wales are bilingual, so the local authority e-
mailed its in-house translation service for the Welsh version of: "No
entry for heavy goods vehicles. Residential site only".

The reply duly came back and officials set the wheels in motion to
create the large sign in both languages.

The notice went up and all seemed well - until Welsh speakers began
pointing out the embarrassing error.

Welsh-language magazine Golwg was promptly sent photographs of
the offending sign by a number of its readers.

Managing editor Mr Iorwerth said:
"We've been running a series of
these pictures over the past
months.

"They're circulating among Welsh
speakers because, unfortunately,
it's all too common that things are
not just badly translated, but are
put together by people who have
no idea about the language.

"It's good to see people trying to
translate, but they should really ask for expert help.

SHARED READ WATCHED/LISTENED

BBC News

BBC News

BBC News

BBC News

BBC News

BBC News

BBC News

BBC News

BBC News

BBC News

Most popular now, in detail

News Front Page

Africa

Americas

Asia-Pacific

Europe

Middle East

South Asia

UK

England

Northern Ireland

Scotland

Wales

UK Politics

Education

Magazine

Business

Health

Science & Environment

Technology

Entertainment

Also in the news
-----------------

Video and Audio
-----------------

Programmes

Have Your Say

In Pictures

Country Profiles

Special Reports

Related BBC sites
Sport
Weather
On This Day
Editors' Blog
BBC World Service

Page last updated at 19:08 GMT, Friday, 31 October 2008

E-mail this to a friend Printable version

E-mail error ends up on road sign

South West Wales
Find out more about what is
going on across the region 

SEE ALSO
Bladder alert lost in translation 
15 Aug 06 |  South East Wales

Bilingual Welsh sign stumps Scots 
06 Sep 06 |  Wales

School's Welsh sign angers public 
13 Sep 06 |  Wales

Pedestrian sign's forked tongue 
16 Jan 06 |  North West Wales

FA Cup advert lost in translation 
17 Nov 05 |  South East Wales

RELATED INTERNET LINKS
Swansea council
Golwg

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external
internet sites

TOP WALES STORIES

Admission over NHS 'underfunding' 
Farmers' 'badger cull disaster' 
Funeral of family after home fire 

| News feeds

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW

http://news.bbc.co.uk/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/video_and_audio/news_summary/8070822.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-devon-40364632
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40366646
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-40362094
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-40363063
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-40363671
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-40366816
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-birmingham-40364821
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-40363281
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-40363390
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-40365245
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/england/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/northern_ireland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/scotland/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/politics/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/education/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/business/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/technology/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/entertainment/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/also_in_the_news/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/video_and_audio/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/talking_point/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_pictures/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/country_profiles/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/weather/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/onthisday
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/theeditors/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/7702913.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/7702913.stm?ad=1
http://www.bbc.co.uk/wales/southwest/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/south_east/4794753.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/5321588.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/5341646.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/north_west/4605768.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/south_east/4445848.stm
http://www.swansea.gov.uk/
http://www.golwg.com/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/default.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/10621931
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/10626933
http://news.bbc.co.uk/news/10627333
http://newsrss.bbc.co.uk/rss/newsonline_world_edition/uk_news/wales/rss.xml
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/3223484.stm?rss=/rss/newsonline_world_edition/uk_news/wales/rss.xml
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm


1/12/2021 BBC News - E-mail error ends up on road sign

news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/7702913.stm 2/2

"Everything these days seems to be written first in English and then
translated.

"Ideally, they should be written separately in both languages."

A council spokeswoman said: "Our attention was drawn to the
mistranslation of a sign at the junction of Clase Road and Pant-y-
Blawd Road.

Other confusing signs

"We took it down as soon as we were made aware of it and a correct
sign will be re-instated as soon as possible."

The blunder is not the only time Welsh has been translated incorrectly
or put in the wrong place:

• Cyclists between Cardiff and Penarth in 2006 were left confused by a
bilingual road sign telling them they had problems with an "inflamed
bladder".

• In the same year, a sign for pedestrians in Cardiff reading 'Look
Right' in English read 'Look Left' in Welsh.

• In 2006, a shared-faith school in Wrexham removed a sign which
translated the Welsh for staff as "wooden stave".

• Football fans at a FA Cup tie between Oldham and Chasetown - two
English teams - in 2005 were left scratching their heads after a Welsh-
language hoarding was put up along the pitch. It should have gone to
a match in Merthyr Tydfil.

• People living near an Aberdeenshire building site in 2006 were
mystified when a sign apologising for the inconvenience was written in
Welsh as well as English.

E-mail this to a friend Printable version

MOST POPULAR NOW The most read story in Africa is: Saudi 'reprieve' in sorcery case

PRODUCTS & SERVICES E-mail news Mobiles Widgets & Alerts News feeds Podcasts

FEATURES, VIEWS, ANALYSIS

Ghost town 
Has China's housing
bubble burst?

The guerilla plant 
How the world's
oldest clove tree
defied an empire

Walking away 
Why Royal Ballet
principal Sergei
Polunin quit

SKIP TO TOP

 

Bookmark with:

Delicious  Digg  reddit  Facebook  StumbleUpon

What are these?

http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/7702913.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/7702913.stm?ad=1
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/live_stats/html/map.stm?lsf2
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8600398.stm
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/email/news
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/1/hi/help/6358397.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/1/hi/help/4735697.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/news/int/story/services/-/1/hi/help/3223484.stm
http://www.bbcworldservice.com/podcasts
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-17390729
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-17390729
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-18551857
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-18551857
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/newsnight/9705123.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/newsnight/9705123.stm
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/7702913.stm&title=E-mail%20error%20ends%20up%20on%20road%20sign
http://digg.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/7702913.stm&title=E-mail%20error%20ends%20up%20on%20road%20sign
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/7702913.stm&title=E-mail%20error%20ends%20up%20on%20road%20sign
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/7702913.stm
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/wales/7702913.stm&title=E-mail%20error%20ends%20up%20on%20road%20sign
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/help/6915817.stm

	again
	archeological_evidence_of_early_telephony
	archeology
	assassin
	assembly
	attack_by_bear_(churchill,_mb)
	bagpipers
	bailey's
	big_lk
	boring
	break
	brother
	buds
	cambridge
	canada_--_misconceptions
	canadian
	canadian_christmas
	canadian_geese_politely_using_crosswalk
	canadian_police_clash_with_citizens
	canadian_police_protest
	canadian_student_walking_to_class
	canadian_warship
	carry-on
	cdn_car-wash
	check-out
	checks
	chess
	considerate
	conversation
	cycling
	deep
	deer
	difference
	disputed
	distance
	distinction
	dolphin_lk
	driver
	dunno_lk
	effects
	enough_lk
	equipment
	exceptions(2)
	exceptions
	fall
	fall_lk
	fashion
	fault
	fell_lk
	fish_lk
	flat
	flat_lk
	forecast
	fort_mcmurray_alberta
	fun
	games_lk
	house_lk
	improv_lk
	insulting
	kids
	kiss
	kiwis
	lawn
	letter_to_the_canadian_passport_office
	littering
	mail
	marathon
	mobile
	monster
	moosying-along
	noah
	norway
	ode-to-vermont
	officer_lk
	of-texas
	on-cars
	open
	open_lk
	outback
	outhouse
	parking
	parturition
	perspective
	playing
	plus-side
	prep_lk
	quarter-horse
	reason
	relaxing
	rights
	risk
	rooms
	runner
	rushmore
	Saskatchewan
	saskatoon
	shoes(2)_lk
	shoes_lk
	shorts_lk
	slalom
	sledding
	smart
	snowman
	sport
	St Patrick
	state_mottos
	stone-age_tool
	thief
	ticket
	tough
	trip_lk
	tunnel
	uber
	uk-ads
	vt_temperature_effects
	waiter
	wales(2)
	wales
	warship
	welcome
	welsh_mistranslations

