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Logical Fallacies:   
A Beginner’s Guide 

Which logical fallacy would be your favorite pick from the list below? 

Ad Hominem Attack: This is the best logical 
fallacy, and if you disagree with me, well, 
you’re an idiot. 

Appeal To Emotion: See, my mom, she had 
to work three jobs on account of my dad 
leaving and refusing to support us, and me 
with my elephantitis and all, all our money 
went to doctor's bills so I never was able to 
get proper schooling.  So really, if you look 
deep down inside yourself, you'll see that my 
fallacy here is the best. 

Appeal To False Authority: Your logical 
fallacies aren't logical fallacies at all because 
Einstein said so.  Einstein also said that this 
one is better. 

Appeal to Fear: If you don't accept Appeal 
to Fear as the greatest fallacy, then THE 
TERRORISTS WILL HAVE WON.  Do you 
want that on your conscience, that THE 
TERRORISTS WILL HAVE WON because 
you were a pansy who didn't really think that 
Appeal to Fear was worth voting for, and you 
wanted to vote for something else? Of course 
not, and neither would the people you let die 
because THE TERRORISTS WILL HAVE 
WON. 

Appeal to Flattery: If you agree with me that 
Appeal to Flattery is the greatest fallacy, it 
shows that you are intelligent and good 
looking and a snappy dresser. 

Appeal To Force: If you don't agree that 
Appeal to Force is the greatest logical fallacy, 
my two buddies and will simply beat the 
stuffing out of you. 

Appeal To Majority: Most people think that 
this fallacy is the best, so clearly it is. 

Appeal To Novelty: The Appeal to 
Novelty's a new fallacy, and it blows all your 
crappy old fallacies out the water! All the cool 
kids are using it: it's OBVIOUSLY the best. 

Appeal To Numbers: Millions think that this 
fallacy is the best, so clearly it is. 

Appeal to Pity: If you don't agree that 
Appeal to Pity is the greatest fallacy, think 
how it will hurt the feelings of me and the 
others who like it! 

Appeal To Tradition: We've used Appeal to 
Tradition for centuries: how can it possibly be 
wrong? 

Argumentum Ad Nauseam: Argumentum 
ad nauseam is the best logical fallacy.  
Argumentum ad nauseam is the best logical 
fallacy.  Argumentum ad nauseam is the best 
logical fallacy.  Argumentum ad nauseam is 
the best logical fallacy.  Argumentum ad 
nauseam is the best logical fallacy.  
Argumentum ad nauseam is the best logical 
fallacy.  Argumentum ad nauseam is the best 
logical fallacy. 

Bandwagon: It's obvious that Bandwagon is 
going to win as the greatest fallacy.  You 
wouldn't want to be one of the losers who 
choose something else, would you? 

Begging The Question: Circular reasoning 
is the best fallacy and is capable of proving 
anything.  Since it can prove anything, it can 
obviously prove the above statement.  Since it 
can prove the first statement, it must be true.  
Therefore, circular reasoning is the best fallacy 
and is capable of proving anything. 
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Biased Sample: I just did a poll of all the 
people in the "Biased Sample Fan Club" and 
95% of them agree that Biased Sample the 
best fallacy.  Obviously it's going to win. 

Burden Of Proof: Can you prove that 
Burden of Proof isn't the best logical fallacy? 

Complex Question: Have you stopped 
beating your wife and saying Complex 
Question isn't the best fallacy? 

False Dilemma: I've found that either you 
think False Dilemma is the best fallacy, or 
you're a terrorist. 

False Premise: All of the other fallacies are 
decent, but clearly not the best as they didn't 
come from my incredibly large and sexy brain. 

Gambler's Fallacy: In all the previous talks 
about this subject, Gambler's Fallacy lost, so I 
just know the Gambler's Fallacy is going to 
win this time because it's the Gambler's 
Fallacy's turn to win! 

Guilt By Association: You know who else 
preferred those other logical fallacies? *(insert 
pictures of Hitler, Stalin, and Pol Pot here)* 

Non Sequitur: Non Sequitur is the best 
fallacy because none of my meals so far today 
have involved asparagus. 

Post Hoc/False Cause: Since I've started 
presuming that correlation equals causation, 
violent crime has gone down 54%. 

Red Herring: They say that to prove your 
fallacy is the best requires extraordinary 
evidence, because it's an extraordinary claim.  
Well, I'd like to note that "Extraordinary 
claims demand extraordinary evidence" is 
itself an extraordinary claim. 

Relativism: Well maybe all those other 
fallacies are the best for you, but to me, the 
relativist fallacy is the greatest logical fallacy 
ever. 

Slippery Slope: If you don't like Slippery 
Slope arguments, you will do poorly in class, 
drop out of school, commit crimes, go to 
prison, and die of AIDS. 

Special Pleading: I know that everyone is 
posting about their favorite fallacies, but 
Special Pleading is out-and-out the best, so it 
should just win with no contest.

 

  
 

 

 

 

Notes from M. E. Kabay: 

This document was circulating on the ‘Net in September 2006. It was sent to me by my cousin, Guy Letourneau, PE but 
I do not know who wrote it. The list in this version is now alphabetized; I fixed several spelling errors, too. 

For a more extensive list, see “A List Of Fallacious Arguments” compiled by Don Lindsay at < http://www.don-
lindsay-archive.org/skeptic/arguments.html#well > 



















-1- 

Non Campus Mentis 
 

(Reuters, November 30, 2001) –  Experience history from the Stoned Age to the Blintz Krieg! 

From Middle Evil Times to the Age of Now, from the Land of Milk and Chocolate to the Iran Hostess Crisis 
and the fall of the Berlin Mall! 

Welcome to the wonderful world of Non Campus Mentis, (Workman) a book of mangled moments of Western 
Civilization culled from actual term papers and exams of today’s “brightest” students by incredulous college 
professor Anders Henriksson who, while grading exams, chose to laugh, rather than cry, at his students’ most 
egregious mistakes. 

History, after all, is nothing more than “the behind of the present,”  according to one student, who aptly added: 
“This gives incites from the anals of the past.” 

The once-mighty British Empire is in a “state of recline.  Its colonies have slowly dribbled away leaving only 
the odd speck on the map.” Chairman “Moo” has passed away, as has former President “Franklin Eleanor 
Roosavelt,” and civil rights leader “Martin Luther Junior” was slain in the 1960s, shortly after making his 
famous “If I Had A Hammer” speech. 

Hitler, a depressed “Nazi leader of a Communist Germany” who spurred a huge “anti-semantic” movement 
through a terrifying “Gespacho,” launched “Operation Barbarella” while the English “vanely hoped for peas.”  
The war began turning around, though, when the “Allies landed near Italy’s toe and gradually advanced up her 
leg.  

Hitler ultimately “shot himself in the bonker.” 

‘Cretinalia historica’ 

At its best, the 150-page book “illustrates the ingenious and often comic ways we all attempt to make sense of 
information we can’t understand because we have no context or frame of reference for it,” according to 
Henriksson, chairman of the history department at Shepherd College in West Virginia.  He began compiling 
samples 20 years ago at the University of Toronto where he also taught. 

Shortly after he began his collection, he published an article in the “Wilson Quarterly” titled “College Kids Say 
the Darndest Things,” which prompted amused colleagues at more than two dozen universities in the United 
States and Canada including West Point, University of Alberta and McMaster, to regularly send him their own 
inane prose collections. Last year, when he realized his office overflowed with funny samples of “cretinalia 
historica” the idea for a book was born. 

While Henriksson declined to identify all the schools involved he said they ranged from moderately to highly 
competitive, about half were in Canada, no Ivy League schools were represented, and that one of the entries 
came From Oxford in England. 

At its worst, the book may reflect a generation raised in ignorance by bad schools and disengaged parents. 
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“This is not the norm,” Henriksson told Reuters in an interview. What you have here is almost 30 years of my 
collecting from students’ (works) at various institutions. This really represents sort of the crème de la crème of 
the creatively inane.” 

Did he make it up? 

“No!” he said. “Who could make this stuff up except Mel Brooks. I’m not Mel Brooks.” Which prompts the 
question: Should people sound the alarms and search for an “escape goat?” 

Maybe. Hundreds of student contributors received passing grades with such statements as: “When the Davy 
Jones Index crashed in 1929 many people were left to political incineration. Some, like John Paul Sart, retreated 
into extraterrestrialism. The New Deal was an idea inspired by Franklin Eleanor Roosavelt.” 

(The Boston Tea Party, by the way, was held at Pearl Harbor.) 

Gravity of the misstatements aside, the bloopers make a great reference whether one seeks information on the 
Canadian Missile Crisis, clashes between Israelis and Parisians, or the Gulf War in which, according to one 
scholar: “Satan Husane invaided Kiwi and Sandy Arabia.” 

(No doubt an act of “premedication.”) 

‘New incites’ 

Henriksson said the errors fall into three major categories. Some are simply caused by bad spelling or a lack of 
proofreading, and come out funny. Some were prompted by a “profound lack of preparation, while others just 
seem to be “really out at sea,” he said. 

“You get the ones who don’t really even seem to understand there’s a line between past and present and they 
tell you that the first airplane was flown by the Marx Brothers. I had this one kid who wrote that Spartacus led a 
slave rebellion in ancient Rome and then appeared in a movie about it later.” 

The book offers fresh new “incites” on history from “prehistoricle” times through “King Toot” and the birth of 
“monolithic” religion. (“Judyism had one big God named Yahoo”). 

The book goes on to “chronicle” the birth of Christianity (“Just another mystery cult until Jesus was born”) and, 
his pronouncement, later, that “The mice shall inherit the earth.” 

The book sheds new light on the lives of Martin Luther (he nailed 95 theocrats to a church door), “Florence of 
Arabia,” and General George “Custard” who managed to stand up anyway.  (“Martian Luther King’s” four steps 
to direct action, by the way, included “self purification,” when you “allow yourself to be eaten to a pulp.”) 

In its final pages, the book includes students’ geographical misconceptions as represented on several world 
maps bearing such labels as “The Land of Milk and Chocolate” and “Home of Golden Fleas” (in the Ancient 
World) to “Bulemia,” “Whales,” “Roam,” the “Eel of France,” and the “Automaton Empire” (as they were 
known in the “Middle Evil” Times). 

And it notes that, yes, there has indeed been a change in America’s “social seen,” over the centuries.  The last 
stage, according to the book, is “The Age of Now. This concept grinds our critical, seething minds to a halt.” 

Until then, however, we Americans, “in all humidity” are nothing less than “the people of currant times.” 
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Tips on Love from Those Who Should Know  
(all questions are being answered by kids 5-10) 

 
WHAT IS THE PROPER AGE TO GET 
MARRIED? 
 
Eighty-four, because at that age, you don't have to work 
anymore and you can spend all your time loving each 
other in your bedroom.  (Judy, 8) 
 
Once I'm done with kindergarten, I'm going to find me a 
wife.  (Tom, 5). 
 
WHAT DO MOST PEOPLE DO ON A DATE? 
 
On the first date, they just tell each other lies, and that 
usually gets them interested enough to go for a second 
date.  (Mike, 10) 
 
WHEN IS IT OKAY TO KISS SOMEONE? 
 
You should never kiss a girl unless you have enough 
bucks to buy her a big ring and her own VCR, cause 
she'll want to have videos on the wedding.  (Jim, 10) 
 
Never kiss in front of other people.  It's a big 
embarrassing thing if anybody sees you.  But if nobody 
sees you, I might be willing to try it with a handsome 
boy, but just for a few hours (Kally, 9) 
 
THE GREAT DEBATE:  IS IT BETTER TO BE 
SINGLE OR MARRIED? 
 
It's better for girls to be single, but not for boys.  Boys 
need somebody to clean up after them.  (Lynette, 9) 
 
It gives me a headache to think about that stuff.  I'm 
just a kid.  I don't need that kind of trouble.  (Kenny, 7) 
 
CONCERNING WHY LOVE HAPPENS 
BETWEEN TWO PARTICULAR PEOPLE 
 
No one is sure why it happens, but I heard it has 
something to do with how you smell.  That's why 
perfume and deoderant are so popular. 
 
I think you're supposed to get shot with an arrow or 
something but the rest of it isn't supposed to be so 
painful.  (Harlen, 8) 
 

ON WHAT FALLING IN LOVE IS LIKE 
 
Like an avalanche where you have to run for your life.  
(Roger, 9) 
 
If falling in love is anyting like learning to spell, I don't 
want to do it.  It takes too long.  (Leo 7) 
 
ON THE ROLE OF GOOD LOOKS IN LOVE 
 
If you want to be loved by somebody who isn't already in 
your family, it doesn't hurt to be beautiful.  (Jeanne, 8) 
 
It isn't always just how you look.  Look at me.  I'm 
handsome like anything and I haven't got anybody to 
marry me yet.  (Gary, 7) 
 
Beauty is skin deep.  But how rich you are can last a 
long time.  (Christine, 9) 
 
CONCERNING WHY LOVERS OFTEN HOLD 
HANDS 
 
They want to make sure their rings don't fall off because 
they paid good money for them.  (Dave 8) 
 
CONFIDENTIAL OPINIONS ABOUT LOVE 
 
I'm in favor of love as long as it doesn't happen when 
The Simpsons is on television.  (Anita 6) 
 
Love will find you, even if you are trying to hide from it. 
 I have been trying to hide from it since I was five, but 
the girls keep finding me.(Bobby, 8) 
 
I'm not rushing into being in love.  I'm finding fourth 
grade hard enough.  (Regina, 10) 
 
THE PERSONAL QUALITIES NECESSARY TO 
BE A GOOD LOVER 
 
One of you should know how to write a check.  Because 
even if you have tons of love, there is still going to be a 
lot of bills.  (Ava, 8) 
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SOME SUREFIRE WAYS TO MAKE A PERSON 
FALL IN LOVE WITH YOU 
 
Tell them that you own a whole bunch of candy stores.  
(Del, 6) 
 
Don't do things like have smelly, green sneakers.  You 
might get attention, but attention ain't the same thing as 
love.  (Alonzo, 9) 
 
One way is to take the girl out to eat.  Make sure it's 
something she likes to eat.  French fries usually works 
for me.  (Bart, 9) 
 
HOW CAN YOU TELL IF TWO ADULTS 
EATING DINNER AT A RESTAURANT ARE IN 
LOVE? 
 
Just see if the man picks up the check.  That's how you 
can tell if he's in love.  (John, 9) 
 
Lovers will just be staring at each other and their food 
will get cold.  Other people care more about the food.  
(Brad, 8) 
 
It's love if they order one of those desserts that are on 
fire.  They like to order those because it's just like how 
their hearts are .  .  .  on fire.  (Christine, 9) 
 
WHAT MOST PEOPLE ARE THINKING WHEN 
THEY SAY "I LOVE YOU" 
 
The person is thinking:  Yeah, I really do love him.  But 
I hope he showers at least once a day.  (Michelle, 9) 

 
HOW A PERSON LEARNS TO KISS 
 
You learn it right on the spot when the gooshy feelings 
get the best of you.  (Doug, 7) 
 
It might help to watch soap operas all day.  (Carin, 9) 
 
WHEN IS IT OKAY TO KISS SOMEONE? 
 
It's never okay to kiss a boy.  They always slobber all 
over you .  .  .  That's why I stopped doing it.  (Jean, 
10) 
 
HOW TO MAKE LOVE ENDURE 
 
Spend most of your time loving instead of going to 
work.  (Tom, 7) 
 
Don't forget your wife's name .  .  .  That will mess up 
the love.  (Roger, 8) 
 
Be a good kisser.  It might make your wife forget that 
you never take out the trash.  (Randy, 8) 
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