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Defending the Teaching of Evolution in the Public Schools
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To all our NCSE supporters,

We're writing to you today because of an experience we shared that you

might have heard about. It was certainly one of the most rewarding of
our professional lives.

All three of us served as expert witnesses in the Dover “intelligent
design” trial.

And all three of us are NCSE board members.

You probably know that the Dover, Pennsylvania, school board lost a
lawsuit over its policy requiring the teaching of “intelligent design” and
“gaps/problems in Darwin’s theory.” The victory in the Dover trial was
an incredible milestone for the integrity of science and of science
education in America. The judge’s decision, delivered in 139 pages of
concise, clear, unambiguous prose, left no doubt of his concurrence with
all three major findings that our side proposed:

1. “Intelligent design” is religion, not science.

2. The Dover school board intended to promote religion by passing the
“Intelligent design” policy.

3. Bogus “evidence against” evolution has no scientific support and
cannot be presented as science in public school classrooms.

Creationists at the Discovery Institute and elsewhere could not have
found a single sentence in the judge’s decision to be happy about.
Having lost every argument, their response was to “swift-boat” Judge
John E. Jones III, calling this conservative Republican, church-going,
Bush-appointed judge a “judicial activist” who overstepped his authority
by defining science. Ironically, as transcripts show (available on the
NCSE website, of course!), both sides agreed that divine cause is outside
science; the judge agreed that ID is outside of standard science. In
agreeing that ID is not science, the judge merely ruled on a question
that both sides asked him to decide.

The Dover verdict was a wonderful victory for education and for
rationality. Within hours after the decision, legislative bills across the
country were being reconsidered, attempts to instill ID curricula were

put on hold, and the spinmeisters of the ID machine predictably went
into full gyroscopic mode.

But none of the spin mattered. As a purported scientific idea, ID had
been examined and rejected by the scientific community well before the
trial. Now, before an unbiased judge, after ID’s advocates presented the
best “science” they could muster, the rest of the world was
unambiguously made aware of what we knew all along: ID doesn’t follow
the ground rules of science, and what factual claims it makes are just
dead wrong.



Everyone acknowledges that the trial would not have been the complete success it was
without the help of NCSE. Donations from NCSE members like you made this victory
possible. From the beginning, the small but hard-working NCSE staff consulted with the
attorneys about the scientific and educational issues, explaining the history and present
arguments of the creationists — and of course, their scientific flaws. NCSE helped to develop
the plaintiffs’ strategy, recommended the expert witnesses, and assigned the points to be
covered by each. The central question of the trial became not only whether the Dover School
Board acted with religious intent, but whether ID was valid science, and whether “criticisms”
of evolution that had no scientific validation should be taught in public schools.

Without your help as NCSE supporters, we would not have had this staff in place. We could
not have sent Nick Matzke to the trial for six weeks to provide constant advice, reaction, and
feedback to the attorneys. We could not have sent Genie Scott and other staff to assist with
particular witnesses and press barrages. We could not have maintained the NCSE archives,
which among other things were invaluable to the legal team in providing critically important
information on the history of the ID textbook Of Pandas and People. After examining old
records carefully maintained by NCSE over the years, we suggested to the lawyers that there
might be early manuscripts of Pandas that would be explicitly creationist. When the
manuscripts were subpoenaed, they powerfully demonstrated the creation science roots of
intelligent design — even showing the direct substitution of the words “intelligent design” for
“creationism.”

This was a knockout punch for our side. Even if the plaintiffs had presented no other
evidence in the trial, this would have been enough to prove that ID is a religious concept.

We want to thank you for your support. Without you, NCSE could not have helped make the
case for science, education, and rationality as cogent as it was. You deserve to share in this
victory.

But, of course, it’s not over, and NCSE continues to need your support. ID advocate William
Dembski defiantly stated, “This galvanizes the Christian community. People I'm talking to
say we're going to be raising a whole lot more funds now.” And they’ll be putting that money
to work promoting their sectarian religious views.

The Dover decision will make it more difficult for ID policies to be passed, but creationism
keeps evolving. We know that on the “scientific” front, they’ll continue their claims against
legitimate evolutionary science, and they’ll flog a hoary concept called “abrupt appearance” to
try to confuse people about the evidence for macroevolutionary change. They’ll succeed in

of NCSE’s tasks.

On the “pedagogical” front, the efforts of the creationists will become more pernicious: they
will claim that they are only asking to “teach the controversy,” to allow “critical thinking,” to
avoid “viewpoint discrimination” and dogmatism. This plays well in a country founded on
equality and fairness.

NCSE shows the public that creationists are not really asking for true critical thinking, that
they do not want fairness, and that the “controversy” they describe is bogus. And “balancing”
good science with bogus criticisms of science and with religious ideas taught as science is
hardly good pedagogy.

We need you to help us anticipate and counter the next creationist assaults. They've already
begun. Bills have been introduced in legislatures to foster “critical thinking” about evolution,
based on a template devised by the Discovery Institute. School districts are being lobbied to
pass policies promoting the same back-door form of creationism. Teachers, parents, and local
officials are not prepared for this onslaught. They need NCSE’s help.



